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Mahoiaet II., seated on horseback close by,
witnessed CTery assault, and rewarded every
Irigh action with his eye. During a temporary
lull, the voice of the Emperor was heard urging
his exhausted band to one effort more, At
that moment Mahomet, lifting his mace, gave
the final sign; and the irresistible Janissaries,
whose strength had been reserved until then,
rose up and dashed themselves on their prey*
From that instant the details of the battle were
lost in clouds of smoke and flame, and the
clamour of drums, trumpets, and attabals. It
is only known that Justiniani, wounded in the
hand by an arrow, <and despairing of the event,
abandoned the walls in spite of the adjura-
tions of the Emperor. Constantino himself
continued to fight to the last, surrounded by his
. nobles and friends, who strengthened themselves,
as their ranks thinned, by shouting his name.
The last words which he was heard to titter
were, ** Cannot thoro bo found a Christian to
slay me ?" Fearing to fall alive into the hands
of the enemy* he cast aside the imperial purplo.